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Weizmann Now...

Weizmann Day School Honors

Alan & Sandy Whitman
...and Then

Along with our School
Founders & Past Presidents

Weizmann Founders and Past Presidents

From the Gala Committee

Chris Cozen, 1982–83, Founding Committee

Welcome Weizmann Day School Family, Friends and Guests!

David Blacher, 1983–85, Founding Committee and First President

With heartfelt gratitude and deepest pride, we thank you for joining us this evening
in celebration of Weizmann Day School’s 30 Years of Educational Excellence
anniversary event.

Joel Goldberg, 1985–86
Alan Whitman, 1986–87

We are very proud to honor and recognize Alan and Sandy Whitman along with all
of our school’s Founders and Past Presidents tonight. Their vision, determination,
and personal investment formed the foundation that our school is built upon. From
that incredible foresight, a renowned K-8 private day school ﬂourished and has been
successful in oﬀering an exceptional education that prepares its graduates for their
next scholastic steps, but which also fosters each student’s Jewish identity, sense of
community and connection to Israel that will last them a lifetime.

Jakki Sencer, 1987–89
Nancy Forbes, 1990–91
Doug Graﬀ, 1991–93
Janice Mayo, 1996
Richard Lubman, 1996–98

We are both privileged and excited to be this evening’s Co-Chairs, as Weizmann
Day School holds a special place in our hearts as well. As an alumna and a current
Weizmann parent, we understand the value and signiﬁcance this school plays in the
lives of so many. With all of the proceeds from this evening providing critical support
to the Rambam Scholarship Fund, current and future generations of students will
now get to beneﬁt from what this truly amazing school has to oﬀer. What a wonderful
way to commemorate 30 years of history, growth and accomplishment!

Sandy Hartford, 1998–2000
Yudie Fishman, 2000–02
Tina Lowenthal, 2002–03
David Holland Moritz, 2003–08
Shelly Freedenthal, 2008–11

In addition, we would like to sincerely thank all of our guests here tonight. Your
generosity and attendance is testament to your excitement about what the future
holds for this school and the continuation of its mission and goals. We are honored
by your incredible support.

Galit Feinreich, 2011–13

Finally we would like to applaud the Faculty, Staﬀ and Board of Trustees for your
tireless eﬀorts, time and continued dedication to guarantee a quality education to
every child that passes through Weizmann’s doors.
Thank you all for your belief in Weizmann Day School and its students. Have a
wonderful evening!
Sincerely,

Amy Whitman Richardson
Co-Chair
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Faith Segal
Co-Chair

From the President of the Board of Trustees

2013-2014 Board of Trustees

Dear Friends,

Bill Klipstein, President

Tonight we gather to celebrate Weizmann Day School’s 30-year history of educating
students in our community with a focus on the Jewish values of respect, compassion,
and academic achievement. This auspicious anniversary occurs in the same academic
year that Thanksgiving overlapped with Chanukah. As we celebrated the miracle of
the oil that lasted for eight days instead of only one, I found myself particularly
thankful for the many miracles that surround us. As the only Jewish Day School from
Hollywood to Las Vegas, Weizmann’s presence is a miracle. And we are not merely
surviving; Weizmann is thriving, having expanded to include a middle school and
grown to a more sustainable size, while still preserving the attention to individual
students that is at our core.

Galit Feinreich, Vice-President

Our miracle is made possible only with persistent communal eﬀort. It depends on
the vision and commitment of sustainers like Alan and Sandy Whitman, and the
dedication of Past Presidents and former Board members. It reﬂects the hard work
of our outstanding Head of School, Lisa Feldman, and our dedicated staﬀ. It relies on
the generosity of Pasadena Jewish Temple and Center, which houses the school at
far below market rates, and the support of PJTC, Temple Sinai of Glendale, Temple
Beth David, and Temple Beth Israel congregations, as well as the Jewish Federation.
And, it reﬂects the deep commitment of Weizmann parents and grandparents over
the past thirty years who have maintained and championed the school with
extraordinary energy.

Maya Golden-Krasner

Rachel Moss, Secretary
Shelly Freedenthal, Treasurer
Maite Bernath
Simon Burrow
Justin Cohen
Yudie Fishman

Jennifer Leonard
Gary Osheroﬀ

Lisa Feldman, M.A. Ed., Head of School

As you enjoy this lovely evening, do not underestimate your ability to make the world
a better place. Please join me in thanking our honorees for making Weizmann shine
for the past thirty years, and for giving us a strong foundation on which to create
many more miracles in the bright years to come.
Chazak, chazak, v'nitchazek
On behalf of the Board of Trustees,

Bill Klipstein
Board President
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30th Anniversary Gala Committee
Amy Whitman Richardson, Co-Chair
Faith Segal, Co-Chair
Simon Burrow
Yudie Fishman
Sandy Hartford
Franci Levine-Grater
Sue Lorin
Elena Martinez
Andréa Martins

From the Head of School
As Jews, there is little that we value more than education and community. We
have always been committed to the transmission of our traditions to our children;
we have taken communal pride in those Jewish individuals who have attained high
achievements in the sciences, arts, letters and culture; and we have always understood
how education strengthens and enhances our lives and our people. That is why it is
such a privilege for me, as a Jewish educator, to be part of the Weizmann Day School
community, where we have been imparting these values for 30 years.
I oﬀer a heartfelt Mazel Tov to Sandy and Alan Whitman, who have been champions
of Weizmann Day School since their daughter Amy was a student with us, and who
have also been an important resource and counsel to me. I am deeply grateful to all
our Past Presidents, many of whom have been my partners throughout the 11 years
that I have been Head of School, for the expertise, imagination, and sheer number of
hours that you have each volunteered to invest for our school’s success, and I am in
awe of our founding families, who dared to imagine 30 years ago that a Jewish day
school could bloom in the San Gabriel Valley.
Weizmann Day School began because a small group of parents wanted their children
to have more than just a high-quality general studies education. They wanted literature
and Torah, biology and Hebrew, physical education and Mitzvah projects. They wanted
the kind of comprehensive educational richness that only happens at a Jewish day
school. Due to the vision of those founding families, and the hard work and inspiration
of all the community leaders, parents, teachers and alumni through the years,
Weizmann has ﬂourished. It is a remarkable achievement we celebrate tonight.
According to Rambam, (also known as Maimonides), the medieval Jewish philosopher
and physician for whom our scholarship fund is named, “your purpose...should always
be to know...the whole that was intended to be known.” A Weizmann education
teaches each student who crosses our threshold to think critically, learn dynamically,
discover a sense of self, and understand what it means to be a global Jewish citizen.
We provide our students an education that empowers them for successful futures.
By joining our 30th Anniversary celebration, you are an integral part of that success.
Together with the entire Weizmann Day School staﬀ, I extend our profound gratitude
to each one of you here tonight for your unrelenting support. Together may we go
from strength to strength, and may we celebrate many more simchas and successes
over the next 30 years.
Thank You and Yasher Koah,

Lisa J. Feldman, M.Ed.
Head of School
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Weizmann Day School Milestones
1983 – Chaim Weizmann Community Day School is established
1988 – First graduating class of 6th graders
1990 – Peace Pole planted at school entrance
1993 – POP parent organization established
1995 – First Annual Shakespeare production
1998 – School name changed to Weizmann Day School
2001 – Computer Lab opened
2003 – Lisa Feldman M.Ed., named as Head of School
2003 – Inaugural Daniel Pearl concert with St. Marks School (Episcopal)
and New Horizon School (Muslim)

About Us
Weizmann Day School is a non-proﬁt, independent, co-educational Jewish school
established in 1983 and named after Chaim Weizmann, noted scientist and Israel’s
ﬁrst president. Our founding families, many of whom continue to actively support
the school, recognized the value that Jewish education oﬀers in ensuring continuity
of the Jewish community and developing our next generation of leaders. We welcome
students and families from an array of Jewish, interfaith and diverse backgrounds.
Our campus is located in Pasadena, near the beautiful Eaton Canyon nature preserve.
With our recent expansion, we oﬀer kindergarten through eighth grade and are
accredited by the Western Association of School and Colleges and the Builders of
Jewish Education. Weizmann graduates transition seamlessly to the area’s leading
private secondary schools including Flintridge Preparatory, Pasadena Polytechnic,
Westridge and Waverly, as well as honors and gifted programs at local public
schools. Our alumni have gone on to attend selective universities including UCLA,
USC, UC Berkeley, Tulane, Columbia and New York University.

2004 – School Garden planted
2005 – Model of Unity award presented by Pasadena Mayor Bill Bogaard
2007 – Fig tree, a gift from New Horizon School, planted in Kindergarten yard
2009 – Expansion to 8th grade
2010 – Yard renovation and establishment of Cindy’s Playground
2012 – First graduating class of 8th graders
2013 – First participation in California State Science Fair
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Weizmann Day School Mission
Weizmann Day School delivers an academically challenging and comprehensive
education built on a foundation of Jewish traditions and values. We provide an
integrated and enriched curriculum that includes the arts, science and physical activity.
To promote each student's unique potential, we employ diﬀerentiated teaching
strategies and provide individualized attention. We foster Jewish life and a connection
to Israel through Hebrew language and Jewish culture, history and prayer. Weizmann
students are members of a caring community in which they learn to ask questions,
engage with others, and participate in tikkun olam—making the world a better place.

The Rambam Scholarship Fund
At Weizmann Day School, we believe that choosing a school for a child should be
about ﬁt rather than ﬁnances. A Jewish day school education and its countless beneﬁts
should not be out of reach for any family due to lack of funds. The Rambam Scholarship
Fund oﬀers ﬁnancial scholarships to current and future qualiﬁed Weizmann Day
School students in need of tuition assistance.

The Meaning Behind the Name
Moses ben Maimon, also known as the “Rambam” and as one of our tradition’s
greatest Torah scholars, lived and worked in Spain, Morocco and Egypt during the
Middle Ages as a Rabbi and physician. He is considered the preeminent Jewish
philosopher of his era; his ideas strongly inﬂuenced the Jewish and non-Jewish worlds
in his own time, and he continues to be a gadol (major scholar) in contemporary
Jewish thought. His essential work, the Mishneh Torah, describes eight levels of
tzedakah (righteous giving), and his commitment to education and meaningful giving
make Rambam the perfect namesake for this important scholarship fund.

Our Commitment
Elementary and middle school education sets a course for children on their path as
lifelong learners. In the not so distant future, the children swinging joyfully from our
monkey bars will be the leaders of our community—facing unprecedented challenges
and opportunities. To prepare our students for their roles as valuable members of
society, our faculty and staﬀ devote a tremendous amount of time, energy and
resources into exploring and fulﬁlling the potential of each and every student in
their care.
The total cost of providing this outstanding Jewish Education currently exceeds
tuition by roughly $3,000. We are committed to making a Weizmann education
accessible to as many promising students as possible, and we strive to never turn
away a student for lack of resources.
Our commitment to you is to provide every student attending Weizmann Day School,
including our Rambam Scholars, with an exceptional education throughout their
entire K–8 scholastic journey and beyond.

Your Investment
Approximately 30% of our student population receives necessary tuition assistance,
with the aggregate amount exceeding 12% of our school’s annual budget. Weizmann
Day School secures these important scholarship funds through our Annual Fund
Campaign, corporate sponsorships, grants and contributions made by caring
individuals like you.
We are grateful for your support of the Rambam Fund and hope that you will take
pride in knowing that your gift has an immediate and lasting impact on the life of a
student and on the future of our community.
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Alan & Sandy Whitman

About Alan & Sandy
As Weizmann alumni parents and Jewish community leaders, Sandy and Alan Whitman
have been consistent advocates and benefactors of Weizmann Day School. When
asked why they have continued their strong support of the school for so many years,
they replied that they want to help give parents the opportunity for their children to
have not only a strong general education but also one that allows children to
strengthen their Jewish identity. It is for this kind of thoughtfulness and dedication
that the Whitmans are being honored tonight.
Alan has astutely combined his personal interests and areas of expertise by taking an
active leadership role for the beneﬁt of many nonproﬁt organizations. In the local
Jewish community, he is a Past President and Board member of the Jewish Federation
of the Greater San Gabriel and Pomona Valleys, a member and past Co-Chair of the
Pasadena Jewish Temple and Center Guardians, as well as previously serving as
Treasurer and Board member of Pasadena Jewish Temple and Center, and as a Past
President and Board Member of Weizmann Day School. In the local community, he is
a past Chairman and current Board member of Methodist Hospital Foundation of
Southern California, Treasurer and Board member of The Midgley Foundation, a
member of the Board of Ambassadors of the American Cancer Society, and CFO and
Board member of the Arcadia Performing Arts Foundation. Nationally, Alan serves
on the Council of Philatelists of the Smithsonian National Postal Museum.
Sandy has also been a dedicated community volunteer, having served on the Board
of the Women’s Division of the Jewish Federation of the Greater San Gabriel and
Pomona Valleys, on the Board of Directors of the Pasadena Jewish Temple and Center
and as a past Co-Chair and current member of the Pasadena Jewish Temple and
Center Guardians. In addition, Sandy has been a valued volunteer on many event
planning committees, and has served as a source of advice and input for many
community volunteers.
Having been with the ﬁrm since 1971, Alan is a Managing Director of Morgan Stanley
in Pasadena, and has been the recipient of numerous awards and commendations
for his professional achievements. Sandy and Alan have been married for 42 years,
and ﬁrst moved to our community in 1971. Sandy and Alan’s favorite way to spend
their down time is with their daughter Amy, son-in-law Landis, and especially with
their two-year-old granddaughter Quinn.

Sandy and Alan Whitman believe in giving back, and their lives, both individually and
as a couple, exemplify this belief. Spanning many years, Sandy and Alan have been
active as volunteers, leaders, and philanthropists in the Jewish community and its
many institutions, as well as in their local community and in national organizations.

As community leaders, Sandy and Alan are each valued as trusted advisors by many
organizations and individuals, and as philanthropists, they are respected by all for
their generosity and knowledge. The Whitman family has made many lasting
contributions to the growth of their community and to the strength of the Jewish
people. As such, it is right and ﬁtting that they are being honored tonight by a deeply
grateful and humble Weizmann Day School for their unwavering support of
outstanding Jewish day school education in our community.

Rambam Sponsors
Alan and Sandy Whitman
congratulate

Weizmann Day School
on 30 Years of Educational Excellence.

We are proud to support the

Rambam Scholarship Fund

for their continued
dedication and commitment
Drawing by Ben Shilling, 8th grade

"The greatest level of tzedakah, above which
there is no greater, is to support a fellow Jew by

endowing him with a gift…"

to Jewish education and community.

Rambam

and applaud all of tonight's Honorees

Hillel Sponsors

The Burrow Family salutes
the Whitman Family,
the Founders, the Past Presidents and all of
the dedicated parents and friends who have
made Weizmann Day School a thriving part
of the San Gabriel Valley Jewish Community.
Thank You.

Hillel

Drawing by Noah Grater, 6th grade

“If I am only for myself,

what am I?”

Congratulations to

Akiva Sponsor

the Weizmann Day School community
on this special anniversary

And to our dear friends

Sandy & Alan Whitman
Your dedication and leadership
Hillel

are truly inspiring

Mazel Tov on this well-deserved honor

Lee & Mickey Segal
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tzedakah to the needy
shall suffer no want.”

“Whosoever gives

Mazel Tov Weizmann Day School
On this special anniversary

Rashi Sponsors

Our best wishes for another 30 years
of success and celebration

Akiva

Mary Ann & Mickey Bernath
Maite & Brett Bernath
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“A generous man” (Proverbs 19:6) is understood

tzedakah or one
who disseminates Torah.

in two ways: one who gives

Drawing by Michael Carlberg, 6th grade

Drawing by Mathew Halaszi, 8th grade
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Sandy and Steve Hartford
And Family

Rashi

Rashi

Thank you for all your support of

When our family found a Jewish day school in
Pasadena, we thought it was a miracle.
Turns out, we were right!
This miracle came about with much help from our
honorees: the Whitmans and a group of fellow
visionaries and leaders. You established and sustain
our beloved school with tremendous dedication and
generosity. It’s our privilegeto honor and thank you
at this momentous occasion.
We are also grateful to our amazing Head of School,
Lisa Feldman, for bringing that vision to life with such
unwavering passion, expertise and commitment. With
her exceptional leadership, Lisa’s super-star faculty
and staﬀ work countless miracles as they develop our
community’s next generation of leaders. Lisa and
team, you’re a true inspiration and blessing.

!יישר כחכם ותודה רבה

Rashi

Galit Feinreich (Board President 2011–2013) & Andy Negrin
Parents of Gabi and Meital Negrin

Yasher Koach!

“May those who work for the community do so for the
sake of Heaven; for the merit of their forefathers shall aid
them, and their righteousness shall endure forever.”
–Pirkei Avot 2:2

Tributes

I am grateful for the extraordinary leadership
and generosity that Alan and Sandy, and
the Whitman family have fostered in our
community. Together with the innumerable
contributions of the school’s past dedicated
founders and presidents, Weizmann Day School
continues to grow and ﬂourish for future
generations to enjoy.

Mazal Tov!

Lisa Feldman
Head of School, Weizmann Day School
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Drawing byOmer Rodnay, 8th grade

The Fishman Family
Methodist Hospital and Methodist Hospital Foundation
are proud to support the important work of the Weizmann
Day School and to recognize Honorees Alan and Sandy
Whitman for their many years of dedicated service

עשה לך רב וקנה לך חבר
“Make a (head)master for yourself, and ﬁnd for yourself a colleague...”
The Richardson Family

The Weizmann Day School Board of Trustees

proudly celebrates

honors Head of School, Lisa Feldman,

Weizmann Day School

for her tireless eﬀorts and her outstanding achievements.

and 30 Years of Educational Excellence.

In you, Lisa, our rav, we have found a remarkable leader,
and it has been our privilege to join you as partners, haverim,

Congratulations to Honorees

Alan and Sandy Whitman

in sustaining Weizmann Day School and building its future.
To us you are simply loved and admired
To the community you are exceptional leaders and generous friends
For you an inspirational couple
This recognition and honor knows no end

With all our love,

Landis, Amy and Quinn
Weizmann celebrates Lisa's 2011 Jewish Educator Award
from the Milken Family Foundation
Photo credit: Milken Family Foundation

In Honor of
our Grandchildren

Thanks for providing an enriching, nurturing
environment that has given our children a strong
Jewish foundation and education
Thanks to Sandy and Alan Whitman,

both students at Weizmann Day School

all the Presidents, Board members, and parents
who have given their hearts and time

Sarai Golden-Krasner and

to educating our children and the community

Eden Golden-Krasner

Thanks for creating an atmosphere for lifelong friendships
Love from the Mah Jongg Mavens

Ruth and Dan Krasner

Nurit Burrow, Nancy Copeland, Barbara David,
Sandy Hartford, Susan Lorin, Carol Rosenthal
Aty Rotter, Laura VanDellen

Today’s Weizmann teachers and staff
recognize

Alan and Sandy Whitman
for their dedication and long-term support!
We are thankful to all of the founding
families and past presidents of
Weizmann Day School!
Most of all, we are honored to continue the
legacy of providing educational excellence
to the students of our community!
Blessings for another 30 years,
Carrie Allen, Mary Ellen Arvey,
Wendy Bat-Sarah, Ellen Dinerman,
Carmit Eliyahu, Amy Gabay, Susan Hain,
Albert Marks, Elizabeth Nakano,
Maayan Ohayan, Amanda Pruess, Pia Ricci,
Carmela Rotter, Cathy Ryne, Lori Serna,
Leemore Shabtai, Julie Shapiro,
Lori Snyder, Jane Vander Velde

Pasadena Jewish Temple and Center
congratulates the

Pasadena Jewish Temple and Center
thanks

Sandy and Alan Whitman
Founders, Past Presidents and
for their generosity and leadership at
Current Leaders of Weizmann Day School
for 30 years of excellence in education.

Weizmann Day School and in our community.
Mazel tov!

We deeply appreciate

Weizmann Day School
for providing 7 years of outstanding education
for daughter Alisa Chew,
and 9 years of exceptional education
for son Aaron Chew.
We have a strong academic and Jewish foundation
to build a bright future
Alisa Chew – Class of 2006
Aaron Chew – Class of 2013

Vickie Greenberg DDS
Lake Avenue Orthodontics
2035 N. Lake Avenue
Altadena, CA 91001
(626) 798-7645
www.greenbergortho.com
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Our warmest good wishes and congratulations to
Weizmann for reaching its 30th year milestone.
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We are inordinately proud to have
our children attend this gem of a school.
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To many more years of teaching
and academic excellence.

=="-(M.4"6+N0"FO0"-M3.0">$$
;+P+Q0,+R"7F"@%%$%
S#ST&$=T@?D?
H1,.43+8,0U2+,V
2()*+,P.+,/018H(2
!"#$%&"'()*+,"-.+,/01"-23.4"5+),01"6678"'0290)"-:;78
7<7=>>?@#"A%#B%#C" 7-"D??>DD?" -E;$?$F" $&B%?

Dear Alan and Sandy,
Your outstanding involvement and support of Weizmann
Day School is greatly appreciated. You generously give of
your time, your expertise and ﬁnancial support to many
wonderful and important organizations that make this a
better community for all of us.
Thank you.

Chris, Christine, Alexandra, Christian
and Zoe Christodoulou

Sincerely,
MARK SCHAEFER ASSOCIATES LLP

Jim Schaefer and Gil Stromsoe

In honor of

Thank you to Lisa Feldman

Weizmann Day School’s staﬀ and Head of School
Lisa Feldman, who made my incredible Jewish
and secular education possible

and all of the past and current staﬀ for

a wonderful place of learning.

Alan & Sandy Whitman

And in thanks to Alan and Sandy Whitman for upholding
the scholarships that make a Weizmann education
accessible to all of us

Thank you to the Whitmans and all of

and to all the Weizmann Day School

making Weizmann Day School such

the past and present supporters who had
the vision to see the need for a Jewish day
school in the San Gabriel Valley and worked

Nelson Holo

The more schooling, the more wisdom
– Pirke Avot 2:7

Mazel Tov to

Past Presidents
Thank you for your vision,
establishing our school
and enriching our community

and continue to work to see it succeed.

Weizmann Class of 2014
on the occasion of my bar mitzvah

Judy and Phil Callahan

ב״ה

Rabbi Joshua & Franci Levine Grater

Congratulations to

Congratulations

Alan and Sandy Whitman

on 30 Years of Educating

CHABAD OF PASADENA
CAMP GAN ISRAEL

or your heartfelt commitment

Our Children

Rabbi & Rebbitzen Hanoka, Rabbi & Rebbitzen Pinson,
David & Anat Ohlgisser, Afshin & Tarlan Akhavan,
Richard & Esther Kornfeld, Ale Kiguelman, Vickie Greenberg,
Nancy Miller, Mitch & Ashi Halpern

to the Weizmann Day School

Chabad of Pasadena, 1090 E. Walnut Street, Pasadena, CA 91106

Jon and Sarah Weisz

MAZAL TOV ON 30 YEARS OF OUTSTANDING JEWISH EDUCATION IN
PASADENA AND THANK YOU TO WEIZMANN DAY SCHOOL’S MIDDLE
SCHOOL STUDENTS FOR SMILING WITH OUR SENIORS

Weekly Shabbat Services start at 10 a.m. and are followed by a delicious Kiddush.

and our Jewish community

Michael & Jakki Sencer
Robert Sencer
Elisa Sencer Primm

The Hebrew Union CollegeJewish Institute of Religion
Jack H. Skirball Campus, Los Angeles
congratulates

The Jewish Federation
celebrates with

Thank You to Our Gala Supporters

Weizmann Day School
and all of its leaders – past and present –

Douglas & Keri Axel

Alan and Sandy Whitman, Lisa Feldman,

on its 30th Anniversary.

the staﬀ, and Board of Trustees of

Our community is stronger because

Weizmann Day School on thirty years of

our partner, Weizmann Day School,

Sharlene & Nimrod Blau

building and sustaining Jewish education

is a part of it.

Betsy & Steven Conovitz

in the San Gabriel Valley

Rachel Blacher & Scott McCowan

Gene & Sheila Curtis
Benjamin & Bracha Feinreich
Ellen Dinerman & Harvey Goldman
Susan Galpert
Edward & Barbara Gomperts
Lori Gross
Yael and Ilan Hartstein

The PJTC Men's Club
Mazal tov to the leadership, faculty,
staﬀ, parents and students of
Weizmann Day School as you celebrate
your 30th Anniversary.
BJE: Builders of Jewish Education is proud to
partner with you in advancing the highest
level of Jewish Day School education.
Donna Nadel, President
Dr. Gil Graﬀ, Executive Director
Miriam Prum Hess, Director Center for
Excellence in Day School Education
Rachel Slaton, Associate Director Center for
Excellence in Day School Education

congratulates

Weizmann Day School
on 30 years,
and is pleased to support
the Rambam Scholarship Fund

Cathy & Barry Krasner
Joette Labinger
Susan & David Lorin
Stuart & Stacy Miller
Marv & Saralyn Negrin
Janice & Josh Pais
PJTC Sisterhood
Dr. David & Gail Snyder
Violet Zeitlin

About the Artwork

Acknowledgements

In recognition of the newly established Rambam Scholarship Fund, honoring Weizmann's
30th anniversary, the middle school students embarked on a unit of study about
Rambam, Rabbi Moshe Ben Maimon, also known as Maimonides (1135-1204). They
learned about his life and studied some of the great work he accomplished.
Rambam was born in Cordoba, Spain, at a time when Jews coexisted fairly well with
Christians under Muslim rule. This changed when he was about 13 years old, and
the family moved to Morocco to avoid a more restricted life as Jews. The family lived
in Morocco for approximately ﬁve years, and then attempted to settle in Palestine.
However, life in Palestine was unstable so they moved to Cairo, Egypt. In Cairo, the
adult Rambam became the chief medical doctor to the Sultan, as well as the rabbinic
leader of the Jewish community. He is primarily known for two great works, the
Mishnah Torah, a code of Jewish law, and The Guide for the Perplexed.
The students’ drawings are an attempt to show the path of Rambam's life, as if
they were walking beside him. The world was a very different place in the 12th
century, and their drawings portray a sketch of some of the sights they might
have seen at that time. Art is one of the most vivid ways we make history more
meaningful to young people, helping them to form a connection to people and
events of long ago.

Drawing by Nicole Snyder, 8th grade
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